Standard Sailing Instructions Template 
In accordance with RRS Part. 7, 89.1(d) the organizing authority for all Class Championships and Sanctioned Regattas is the Snipe Class International Racing Association.  Event Hosts (affiliated clubs or organizations) shall use these Sailing Instructions for all Championship and Sanctioned regattas.  The Principal Race Officer (PRO) for the regatta shall fill in the appropriate information where requested as indicated by <   > or delete sections not relevant. Specific advice and directives are bracketed [*--*].  No additions or deletions to these instructions shall be permitted to alter the intent of the Class rules.  No additions or changes shall be made without the prior approval of the regatta SCIRA Representative.

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  
SNIPE CLASS INTERNATIONAL RACING ASSOCIATION

<Name of the Regatta>
<Name of Deed of Gift Trophy>
<Date>
<Name of Yacht Club>
<Location>


On behalf of the FIV Organising Authority: <insert details of organising club> in association with the 'Snipe Class International Racing Association' (SCIRA) - ITALY in association with the Snipe Fleet <insert fleet>.

[SP] denotes a rule for which a standard penalty may be applied by the Race Committee or Technical Committee without a hearing.
[NP] denotes a rule that shall not be grounds for protests by a boat. This changes RRS 60.1(a)

1	RULES
According to the Notice of Race

2	DP][NP] SECURITY RULES
2.1	[SP] Non-racing boats shall not interfere with the official vessels.
2.2	[SP][NP] Competitors who do not leave their assigned area to race in a scheduled event shall inform the race office. A competitor who retires shall inform the RC before leaving the racing area or, if this is not possible, shall inform the race office as soon as possible after returning to shore.
2.3	[SP][NP] Competitors retiring from a race must always complete the withdrawal form (even if it is not a penalty retirement) in the manner prescribed by the Organizing Authority and return it to the Protest Committee within the protest time limit.
2.4	Two separate VHF channels shall be used: one channel for race management and a second channel for safety management (different from channel 16).

Race Management VHF Channel.....
Safety Management VHF Channel.....(activated when flag ‘V’ is hoisted)

2.5	When the RC shows the flag "V" with repeated sounds, all official and support vessels shall monitor the VHF channel (relating to the particular race course) indicated in the SIs and carry out any search and rescue instructions.
2.6	[SP] Boats which, for any reason, come ashore far from their respective bases and/or are unable to reach their assigned positions shall inform the OA as soon as possible on the following telephone numbers <insert telephone number>.
2.7	[SP] In the event that the letter "B" is hoisted on re-entry, accredited coaches shall sign for the re-entry of all their athletes using the application available at <insert link>.
2.8	If the form is successfully completed, the system will display the message 'We have registered the exit or re-entry notice'.
	In the event that a boat is not listed, it will receive a penalty of 5% in the race closest to the infraction calculated as per RRS 44.3(c).
2.9	[SP][NP] If the signals ‘AP over H’ or ‘N over H’ are displayed in the water, all boats shall return ashore and await instructions and the display of the ‘D’ flag before returning to the water.
2.10	Requesting Assistance from Boats
	Competitors requesting assistance from the rescue vessels shall wave an arm with an open hand.  If assistance is not required, the arm shall be placed above the head with the fingers of the hand closed into a fist.
	If deemed necessary, the competitor may be required to leave the boat and board the rescue boat. In this case, a red and white ribbon shall be attached to the abandoned boat so that it is known that the crew has nevertheless been rescued. 

3.	CODE OF CONDUCT
3.	All participants in an event are subject to the rules of the sporting code of conduct. 
3.2	Competitors and support persons shall comply with any reasonable request made by a Race Officer or the Organising Committee staff.
3.3	Competitors and support persons shall handle any equipment provided by the Organising Committee with care, seamanship, according to any instructions for use and without interfering with its functionality.

4	CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
4.1	Any change to the Sailing Instructions shall be posted by <insert time> on the day before it takes effect. Any other amendment to the RRS shall be posted within 2 hours of the first warning signal on the day it takes effect.
4.2	[*Optional, if applicable*] Any changes to the Sailing Instructions must be approved with the SCIRA Representative.

5	SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
5.1	Signals made ashore will be displayed at <Insert location>.
5.2	When the “AP” race signal is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than <Insert number of minutes>  minutes in the race signal “AP”. This changes Race Signals.
5.3	[DP] Flag D with one sound means ‘Boats shall not leave the [harbour][shore] until this signal is made. The warning signal will not be made before the scheduled time or less than <number> minutes after flag D is displayed.

6	SCHEDULE OF RACES
6.1	Dates of racing:
	Date
	Time of Warning Signal
	

	______
	________
	Practice race

	______
	________
	Racing

	______
	________
	Racing




6.2	The regatta shall consist of <insert number> races.
6.3	Before the first race, a meeting with the competitors will be scheduled at <insert time and place>, announced by two <insert type of sound signals>.
6.4	[*Optional*] The regatta shall consist of a qualifying and a final series according to the following system: <insert system>.

7	CLASS FLAGS
7.1	The official Class Flag shall be the Snipe Class flag, a Snipe silhouette on a white background.

8	RACING AREAS
8.1	Attachment <insert number or letter> shows the location of racing areas.
(OR)
8.1	The Racing Area location is <describe location>.

9	THE COURSES
9.1	The diagrams below show the courses, including the approximate angles between legs, the order in which marks are to be passed.  All course marks (except gates) shall be left to port.
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(OR)
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9.2	The course signal (code flag “W”, “T”, “O”, “W2”, “T2” or “O2”) shall be hoisted with one sound at last one minute before the warning signal.  It will remain displayed for not less than five minutes after the start. 
9.3	No later than the warning signal, the Race Committee signal boat may display the approximate compass bearing of the first leg. 
9.4	If during a race the wind and/or wave action changes to the point where the selected course would be inadvisable (See Course Selection Diagram), the Race Committee shall change the course at any mark. A change of the type of course during the race shall be signalled displaying the new appropriate flag and accompanied by repetitive sounds before the leading boat has passed or rounded the mark.
9.5	A permanent wind variation of 20 degrees or more from the posted bearing during the first leg of a race shall result in the application of RRS 32.1.
9.6	A permanent wind variation of 40 degrees or more from the posted bearing during the first lap shall result n the application of RRS 32.1. For the purpose of this rule, a lap means the rounding of mark 3 (or passing the gate 3s-3p) for the first time.
9.7	The number of legs in a race may be reduced (RRS code flag S) but at least 2 (two) windward legs of the course shall be completed. This changes the RRS 32.2. [*The SCIRA Representative shall be consulted.*] 
9.8	The wind speed to start a race shall be no less than 5 knots. The max wind speed shall be in accordance with the Rules of Conduct for Conducting National and International Championships and the applicable Deed of Gift.

10	MARKS
10.1	Marks 1, A, 2, 3, 3s and 3p will be <describe marks>.
10.2	New marks, as provided in instruction 13.1, will be <describe new marks>.
10.3	The port-end starting mark will be:
	a) a boat with an orange flag displayed;
	(OR)
	b) an inflatable rubber buoy: <describe new marks>.
10.4	The finishing mark will be: 
	- mark 1 for “W”, “O”, and “T” courses;
	- <describe mark> for “W2”, “O2”, and “T2” courses.
10.5	Except at a gate, a Race Committee vessel signalling a change of a leg of the course is a mark as provided in SI 13.2.
10.6	If one of the marks "gate 3s-3p" is not placed, or is not replaced as per RRS 34, the remaining mark shall be left to port. This changes the RRS 34.
10.7	The new mark used for the change of the next leg of the course will be <describe new mark>.
10.8	If a gate buoy is missing and not replaced, the remaining buoy shall be left to the left (modifies RRS28)..

11	AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS [*Optional*]
11.1	The following areas are designated as obstructions: <describe obstruction areas>.

12	THE START
12.1	The races will start as per Rule 26 with the warning signal given 5 minutes before the starting signal.
12.2	The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the Race Committee vessel at the starboard end and:
	a) the course side of the starting mark as provided in instruction 10.3 b.
	(OR)
	b) a staff displaying an orange flag on the pin end starting vessel.
12.3	A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without a hearing. This changes Appendices A4 and A5. 
12.4	RRS 30.4 is changed so that it will be applied in fleets with more than 45 boats and after the 1st U Flag General Recall.
12.5	The Race Committee, after the finish of a race and before the warning signal of a subsequent one, will do its best to post on the Race Committee vessel a list of OCS, or ZPF, UFD or BFD boats.  The failure of posting or an incomplete or wrong list will not be grounds for redress. This changes the RRS 61.1.
12.6 	To alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon, the orange starting line flag will be displayed with one sound at least <insert time> minutes before a warning signal is made.

13	CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE
13.1	To change the next leg of the course, the Race Committee will lay a new mark and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. When in a subsequent change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark.
13.2	Except at a gate, boats shall pass between the race committee boat signalling the change of the next leg and the nearby mark, leaving the mark to port and the Race Committee vessel starboard. This changes the RRS 28.
13.3	After the completion of first windward leg of the race the remaining legs may be increased or decreased by not more than 30% of the original length. This changes the RRS 33. [*The SCIRA Representative shall be consulted on any change of course which affects its length.*]
13.4	If Mark 1 will be changed in courses “W” or “W2”, Mark 1A (offset) will no longer be a course mark.

14	THE FINISH
14.1	The finish line will be between a staff displaying a blue flag on a Race Committee vessel and the course side of the finishing mark.
14.2	The A flag on the Race Committee boat at the finish means that there will be no more races for the day. (This changes the race signals).

15	TIME LIMITS AND TARGET TIMES
15.1	The races will be managed to last 60-75 minutes for the first boat to finish. A different time (shorter or longer) used to complete the race will not be ground for requesting redress. This changes 62.1(a).
15.2	The time limit for the first boat to complete the first lap is 40 minutes from the start. If the first boat fails to complete the first lap within 40 minutes the Race Committee shall abandon the race. For the purpose of this rule a lap means the rounding of Mark 3 (or passing the Gate 3s/3p) for the first time.
15.3	The time limit for the first boat to finish the race shall be 1 hour, 30 minutes. Any boat finishing more than 20 minutes after the first boat finishes or failing to finish within 1 hour, 50 minutes from the start, whichever is shorter shall be scored Did Not Finish (DNF). This changes RRS 35, A4 and A5.

16	HEARING REQUESTS
16.1	Protest forms are available at the race office, located at <insert URL or location>. Protests and requests for redress or reopening shall be delivered there within the appropriate time limit.
16.2	The protest time limit is 90 minutes after the last boat has finished the last race of the day or the Race Committee signals no more racing today, whichever is later.
16.3	Notices will be posted no later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will be held in the protest room, located at <insert location> beginning at the time posted.
16.4	Notices of protests by the Race Committee, Technical Committee or Protest Committee will be posted to inform boats under RRS 60.2(a)2.
16.5	The penalty for breaking rules in the SI marked with [SP] may be applied at the discretion of the Race Committee, without a hearing, and shall be <insert percentage – 5% suggested> scoring penalty for nearest race completed by the infringing boat but not worse than a DSQ. 
16.6	[SP] Penalties for breaking Class Rules may be less than disqualification. The Official SCIRA Penalty Table will be applied https://www.snipe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-OFFICIAL-SCIRA-PENALTY-TABLE.pdf
16.7	Per Appendix N2.2, SCIRA reserves for itself the right and responsibility to decide issues of eligibility, measurement and equipment.
16.8	For the purpose of RRS 63.5(d) the “authority responsible” is the Technical Committee of the event.
16.9	The Jury will abandon the race if, during a redress hearing, they conclude that the Race Committee did not follow Sailing Instructions 9.7,9.8 and 13.3. This changes the RRS 61.4(c). 
16.10	A list of boats that have been penalized for breaking RRS 42, RRS 29.1(OCS) or 30.1(OCS) or 30.2(ZPF) 30.3(UFD), 30.4 (BFD), SI 16.5 and 16.6 will be posted on the Official Notice Board.
16.11	On the last scheduled racing day:
	- a request of redress shall be delivered within the protest time limit or 30 minutes after incident occurred, whatever the latest deadline (changes RRS 61.2b)
	- a request for reopening a hearing shall be delivered:
	a) within the protest time limit if the requesting party was informed of the decision on the previous day 
	b) no later than 30 minutes after the requesting party was informed of the decision on that day.

17	SCORING
17.1	<insert number> races are required to be completed to constitute a series. 
17.2	(a) When fewer than <insert number> races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores.
	(b) When from <insert number> to <insert number> races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores excluding her worst score. [*this item should be the same as the NoR*]
	(OR)
17.1	[*Optional - If the number of competitors is greater than 80] The regatta will be run using the battery system according to the following scheme <insert type of system used>.

18	[NP][DP] SAFETY REGULATIONS [*Optional* for inland waters, mandatory for seas]
18.1	Before the warning signal of the first race of the day each boat is required to sail past the stern of the <insert description> Race Committee boat on starboard tack and verbally check in.  The check-in boat will display a <insert flag description> while on station prior to the first warning signal. If no separate check-in boat is on station competitors will check in with the main Race Committee boat. When the Race Committee verbally acknowledges a boat’s <insert sail or bow> number, the check-in has been officially noted. 
(OR)
18.1	Check-Out and Check-In: <describe any Check-out or Check-in procedures>.
18.2	A boat that retires from a race shall notify the Race Committee as soon as possible.

19	REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR EQUIPMENT
19.1	The same crew shall race in all races, except for reasons satisfactory to the Race Committee.  Requests for a change of crew shall be submitted in writing to the Chairman. Once a crew has been excused, he/she may not return for the balance of the series.
19.2	The same helmperson shall sail all races and can be replaced after the first race only, and then only if he/she is obviously incapacitated. If a helmsperson is replaced the first race shall be the race excluded.
19.3	[DP] Substitution of hull, sails, appendages, and rig will not be allowed unless authorized in writing by the <name of committee>. Requests for substitution shall be made to the committee at the first reasonable opportunity, which may be after the race.

20	OFFICIAL VESSELS
20.1	Official vessels will be marked as follows: <describe markings>.

21	[DP] RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
21.1	A boat that is racing shall not make voice or data transmissions and shall not receive voice or data communication that is not available to all boats, except in an emergency or when using equipment provided by the Race Committee. 

22	[NP] [DP] TRASH DISPOSAL
22.1 	Trash may be placed aboard support and Committee Vessels. 

Signatures: [* The Sailing Instruction must be signed by the Race Committee Chairman or Principal Race Officer and also the SCIRA Representative*]

	<insert name> - Race Committee Chairman 	<insert name>  - SCIRA Representative

Attachment 1/SPV [DP]
Rules for Support Persons Vessels (SPV)

B1 - GENERAL
1.1	A SPV is any boat that is under the control or direction of a ‘Support Person’ as defined in RRS 2025-2028;
1.2	These Rules for Support Person (SPV) boats shall be observed both ashore and on the water. from <insert time and day> to the end of the event on <insert day>;
1.3	The OA may inspect boats at any time to ensure that these Rules are being complied with and the Boat Support Person shall cooperate with this inspection.
1.4	An alleged violation of any of these Rules may be reported to the PCO who may convene a hearing and act in accordance with RRS 62.
1.6	The OA may, at its discretion, refuse to register SPV not deemed eligible. In general, boats between 4.0 and 7.5 metres in length with no or minimal superstructures are considered eligible.
1.7	Boats and support persons shall be registered at the regatta office before taking to the water for the first time during the event.
1.7.1.	Each SPV shall be insured for Third Party Damage for a minimum coverage of Euro 1,500,000.00 (or equivalent) per incident;
1.7.2.	Only an accredited Support Person may be the designated driver;
1.7.3.	The person registering the boat shall sign to confirm
1.8	The SPV shall be identified with an appropriate symbol provided by the OA which shall be clearly displayed on the vessel.

B2 - RULES TO BE OBSERVED AT THE VENUE
2.1	In order to be launched, the SPV shall use the areas designated for that purpose. Once they have been launched, they shall be taken immediately to their designated place in accordance with the instructions given by the OA.
2.2	Only registered SPV will be allowed to follow the regatta.
2.3	When not in use, SPVs shall be properly moored in their designated places for the entire period when these rules apply.
2.4	SPV shall only use the slipways and spaces designated  including mooring, launching or retrieving, embarking or disembarking any type of equipment.

B3 - SAFETY 
3.1	Each accompanying person or accredited coach must sign the appropriate FIV form at the Race Office declaring
    - the characteristics of their support vessel
    - acceptance of the rules for accredited Support Personnel described in these Rules;
    - the names and sail numbers of the accompanied competitors.
3.2	The SPV shall have on board, in addition to the equipment required by law for the type of navigation being carried out, the following equipment
    - VHF radio;
    - tow lines (minimum length 15 metres, minimum diameter 10 mm.
3.3	Personal flotation device (PFD) for all SPV passengers and the driver always worn during navigation;
3.4	[SP] When the engine is running, the Kill Cord (engine shutoff device) shall be connected to the driver at all times. .
3.5	Support Personnel shall always carry out the requests of the Race Officials. In particular those concerning rescue operations;
3.6	The SPV shall also comply with all the prescriptions of the Maritime Authority competent for the venue of the event.

B4 - GENERAL LIMITATIONS 
4.1 	The registered drivers of each SPV will be responsible for the control of the boat at all times and will also be held liable for any inappropriate behaviour, dangerous actions and, in general, any action that may compromise the safety or image of the event.
4.2 	The SPV shall not leave any device, part of equipment, buoys, signals, current meters or other similar devices permanently in the water. The temporary use of floating objects is only permitted for measurement purposes. These objects should be removed as soon as the measurement has been made.
4.3 	SPV shall take special care to minimise their wake wave when passing through the racing area.

B5 - BUFFER ZONE 
5.1 	SPVs shall never be:
i. 	within 100 metres of any racing yacht;
ii. 	within 100 metres of the starting line and its extensions from the preparatory signal and until all boats have left the starting area or the Race Committee has signalled a general recall or an abandonement;
iii. 	between any boat in the race and the next course mark;
iv. 	between the inside course mark and the outside course mark when boats are racing on both courses;
v. 	within 100 metres of any course buoy when boats racing are near that buoy;
vi. 	within 100 metres of the the finish line buoys when racing yachts are approaching the line to finish;
vii. 	Other special limitations applicable at the venue of the event and expressly referred to by the OA.
5.2 	In addition, SPVs travelling at a speed higher than 5 knots shall keep at least 150 metres from any competing boat.
STANDARD PENALTY
[SP] Rules for which a standard penalty may be applied by the RC or TC without a hearing.

The first infringement of B3.4 of the SPV Addendum will be followed by a warning. At the second infringement, the Support Person will be required to go to the waiting area and station there during the day’s races. At the third infringement, the stationing obligation in the waiting area will be extended to all the regatta days during the races.
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